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Analyzing Maps
Online Lesson 1Name: _____________________________________________

Design Elements and Big Ideas on a Map
Part I Instructions: Complete the table as you watch the video, “Reading maps: Visual design elements.” Record 
information for each design element as it comes up in the video.

Design  
Element

What is it? Why is this element important?

Projection

Decorations

Symbols

Selections: 

Orientation

Selections:

Center of focus

Part II Instructions: Complete the first column of the table as you watch the video, “Reading maps: How to ana-
lyze a map.” Then complete the second column as you watch the video, “Analyzing a map: ‘Imperial Federation,’ 
1886.”

Big Idea What is it?
Example from 

“Imperial Federation,” J. Colomb, 1886

Perspective

Audience & 
Purpose

Choices

Knowledge & 
Change

New Title*

*This idea comes up in the video, “Analyzing a map: ‘Imperial Federation,’ 1886”


